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of any public functionary be interposed, as is now the practice
in Scotland, and nowhere else required, between the present
medical certificate and the confinement of the lunatic; the pre-
sent system being only derogatory to the profession, being preju-
dicial to the patient, forming, as has been found, no protection
whatever against vexatious prosecutions, and converting that
which ought to be a strictly private professional duty into a
public judicial act which unavoidably associates it with the
idea of criminality. That, as a substitute for the present form
of procedure, it should be required that intimation be made
without delay to the Commissioners in Lunacy of the confine-
ment of the lunatic, with copies of the documents on which the
removal has proceeded, they being invested with full powers."
Dr. W. T. GAIRDNER said he could not vote either for the
motion or the amendment, but he could vote for the following
amendment, which he begged to proposed:-" That the existing
form of the Sheriff’s jurisdiction in cases of insanity is objec-
tionable, as tending to delay and obstruction in the admission of
cases of urgency into asylums, and also as interfering with the
physician’s province, which is to judge of the circumstances
under which treatment in asylums is required; and that the
security of the public requires only that the competency and
good faith of the medical men signing the certificate should be
placed beyond suspicion. That the Lord Advocate be requested
to take these circumstances into his consideration, with a view
either to the amendment of the Sheriff’s jurisdiction or to its
being replaced by some other provision for accomplishing the
object in view." ’I .
Dr. RITCHIE seconded the amendment of Dr. W. T. Gairdner.
Dr. Charles Bell withdrew his amendment in favour of Dr.
Gairdner’s, at the suggestion of Dr. DOUGLAS MACLAG.4-N, who
remarked that some, like himself, could vote for Dr. Gairdner’s
amendment, though they could not vote for that of Dr. Charles
Bell.
A vote was then taken by a show of hands, when Dr. W. T.
Gairdner’s amendment was carried by a large majority.
A vote of thanks was given to the Chairman, on the motion
of Dr. JOHN GARDNER, which terminated the proceedings.
Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."
HOW LONG DOES THE HEART BEAT AFTER
ALL RESPIRATORY MOVEMENT
HAS CEASED?
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiB,&mdash;On reading the discussion following the reading of Dr.
Waters’ able paper at a late meeting of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society, I thought the following short history of a
case of general emphysema, which I have taken the liberty of
sending you, and to which I was called about thirteen years
since, might assist in solving the question, " How long does
the heart beat after all respiratory movement has ceased ?"
A. B--, a railway porter, was standing on the side of a
luggage waggon, which was under an archway entrance to a
warehouse, at Ramsbottom, of very little more than sufficient
width to permit the waggon to pass into the warehouse. The
waggon was, I believe, the last of a train of waggons, to the
end of which, furthest from the warehouse, an engine was
attached, and the train had been backed to the warehouse.
He was standing on the side of the waggon, "holding by one
of his hands to the goods with which it was laden," imme-
diately outside the arch, when unfortunately the engine began
to move backwards, and he was wedged between the archway
and the waggon. I was immediately sent for, and Mr. Wood-
cock, surgeon, who had just called upon me, kindly went with
me. We found him lying outside of the warehouse, suffering
from the shock of the accident, and we had him carefully con-
veyed to the station-house, which was only a short distance
from the warehouse. He complained the most of his chest,
and to examine his injuries we had his upper outer clothing
carefully removed. This gave him so much pain that we did
not take off his shirt, but opened it at the front, when it was
sufficiently evident to the eye that most of the true ribs on
both sides were broken, and the grating of their ends was most
distinctly felt on placing the hand lightly on the chest. On
account of the pain a minute examination could not be made,
but in addition to the fractured ribs there was dislocation of
the right clavicle from the sternum. Some hot tea was given
to him, and bottles of hot water were placed to his feet and
sides. His pulse soon began to be felt at the wrist, and, con-
sidering the extreme state of collapse he was in, surprised me
by getting rapidly of considerable strength; his breathing also,
from being scarcely perceptible, soon began to be laboured and
quick. The injury being so extensive, precluded scarcely a
chance of his recovery; but we thought it advisable to support
the chest and ribs with a bandage, and Mr. Woodcock stopped
with him whilst I went home for one. On my return I found
that air had become effused in the cellular tissue of the chest,
and was rapidly spreading ; indeed so rapid was the effusion,
that in less than fifteen minutes it had diffused itself all over
the body, and respiration had ceased, his body as it lay on the
bed resembling a very large pillow-case distended with air.
A few minutes after respiration had ceased, I thought I
would examine the extent of the injury, and on placing my
hand over the heart I was surprised to feel it beating through
the swollen integuments, and to be so felt, even indistinctly, it
must be beating with great force ; but it was beating distinctly
and very perceptibly to the hand, and was still more dis-
tinctly to be heard with the ear. I directed Mr. Woodcock’s
attention to it, and we felt for the pulse at the wrist, but there
was none perceptible. We then held a looking-glass to his
face, but the glass remained dry and free from the least mois-
ture. The heart could be felt beating for some time after I
first perceived it, and I am sure I speak without exaggeration
when I say that I felt it so beating more than twenty minutes
after all respiration had ceased. I am sorry, and was sorry
then, that the exact time was not noticed ; but I did notice
that more than a quarter of an hour elapsed after I first per-
ceived the heart beat before I felt it totally cease.
I am not aware that a case of this kind has been placed on
record before; but as Dr. Waters has brought the question be-
fore the profession, I have thought it right to send you these
few particulars of this case of emphysema, proving, as it posi-
tively does, that the heart can continue to beat after all respi-
ratory movement has ceased.
An examination was not permitted.
T am SHr VOl11’ (ll1al31arit Rp.rV,l1t.-
HENRY ASHTON, L.R.C.P.E.
HEALTH OF CHILDREN. &mdash; THE CENTRAL
LONDON DISTRICT SCHOOLS, HANWELL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;My attention has been directed to a letter in last
week’s LANCET from Dr. Wilkinson, of Sydenham; and as some
portions of it require explaining, and others correcting, I shall
feel obliged by the publication of a brief reply, if you consider
the subject of sufficient interest to be discussed in your columns.
I have not the pleasure of being personally acquainted with
Dr. Wilkinson, but I have inspected the North Surrey Schools;
and although the very favourable return of death-rates is
doubtless due very much to the skilful medical and general
superintendence of the children, I think something must be
allowed for the localities whence they come, and their com-
paratively good constitutions. How many of these children
have been brought up-as the majority of those at the Central
London District Schools, Hanwell, have been-without that
light and air which are as necessary to physical development,
and to the resistance of tubercular disease and struma gene-
rall , as is their daily bread itself? What I mean will be-most readily shown if I place side by side the unions and
parishes represented by each school.
North Surrey S’chool. Central Lond. Dist. School.
Wandsworth and Clapham. East London.
Croydon. City of London.
Kingston. West London.
Lewisham. ! St. Saviour’s (Southwark).
Richmond. ! St. Martin’s.
St. Luke’s (Chelsea). !
St. Pancras. J
The first column mainly represents pleasant suburban or
country neighbourhoods, where the poor enjoy fully the bene-
fits of abundant light and a pure atmosphere; the second
column includes the whole of the City of London, and large
portions of that dense mass of houses which surround it. The
pauper element of the last parish alone in Dr. Wilkinson’s list
- St. Pancras--may to some extent be taken as assimilating
in condition to that of the whole of the district whence the
children at the Central London District Schools have been
drawn; but as large numbers of the St. Pancras children are
